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Our Winter shutdown will begin after close of business 

on Saturday December 13. We will re-open on Tuesday 

March 3, 2015. 

This is the time we use for inventory, cleaning, etc. and 

there will be no volunteers on duty. However, if you 

want to come in and purchase something, research on 

your own, or bring in pictures for scanning, please ring 

the doorbell. If someone is there, we will let you in. 

Online Store orders will be filled and emails will be 

checked - just not as often. Phone messages may take 

several days to answer. If there is an emergency, 

contact us through our Facebook Group page. 

August 2014 Sinking Spring Cemetery Tour 

Reenactors are, clockwise from top left: Bill Graybeal, Ron Dickerson, 

Garrett Jackson, Amy Looney, C. Phillip Kestner, Donna Akers, Carol 

Hawthorne-Taylor, Charlie Barnette, and Robert P. Warren. 

Please join us for the 2015 Tour, which will be during the 

August Virginia Highlands Festival. Exact date to be 

announced. 

A WW I era postcard from the HSWCV collection 

A Very Special Donation 

The Society has been given an original copy of a late 18th 

century land grant given to James Dysart and signed by 

John Monroe, Governor of Virginia. The land granted to 

Dysart was on the north side of the Middle Fork of the 

Holston, bordered by Edmondson, Allison, and Orr lands. 

The document was given to the donor's family by a member 

of the E. L. Edmondson family. Both families had their roots 

in Washington County before moving to central Virginia, 

where they lived next door to one another in the 1880s. 

The valuable document is beautifully matted and framed in 

archival quality materials. This is an amazing gift and the 

Society is 

honored to 

have been 

chosen to hold 

it for future 

generations to 

appreciate. 

Thank you so 

much to Ms. 

M. M. Gibbs. 



 

The tale of the first Seven Springs, later known as The Washington 

Springs, begins in the late1830s with Dr. Edmund Longley, newly 

arrived to Washington County, Virginia from Maine. Supposedly he 

came here for his health and after having heard of the miraculous 

healing powers of the Springs, he investigated and soon purchased 

the property. During the next 25 years, he built the Washington 

Springs Hotel which was located 2 miles from Glade Spring off of 

Plum Creek Road. It was an ideal location for a place of its type.... a 

private resort with many spas, a large lawn, a pool, and tennis 

courts. A Bristol newspaper article only referred to it as the 

Washington Springs Hotel, but a letterhead dated 1900 noted 

Edmund Longley as Manager and notes it as the Washington 

Springs Resort. 

The first broad attempt to call attention to the Washington Springs 

was apparently undertaken in the form of a full page broadside 

issued in 1860 by a man named Jonathan Leach. Broadsides were 

meant to be widely distributed by means other than the local papers 

and were often nailed upon posts, the sides of buildings, fences, 

and other places where they could be seen and read. The heading 

said "THE WASHINGTON SPRINGS" and under that in small letters 

was LEACHES.  

It notes the Proprietors of these extraordinary waters are now 

prepared to announce to their friends and the public that the 1st 

"installment" - their "Hygeia Mansion" and Cabin No. 1 would be 

ready for visitors the coming season. Also in this broadside, the 

springs have all been named: The George Washington (Old 

Chalybeate), The Augustine Washington (Sulphur), The Lawrence 

Washington (Limestone), The Martha Washington (Alum), The Mary 

Washington (Magnesia), and The Mount Vernon (Freestone).  

Professor J. A. Davis, A.M. of Emory & Henry College was reported 

to have analyzed the spring waters with the results amply explaining 

and confirming the well-established FACT of their surpassing 

healing virtues. Leach gives a good accounting of the properties of 

the waters, their use as a cure for many diseases, extols the green 

grassy grounds around the crystal springs, and even invites 

Capitalists to invest in the Springs - noting the estate embraces 267 

acres.  

It further addresses the neighbors, who have been accustomed to 

occasionally spending a few days under the kind roof of Mr. 

Jonathan Leach, to imbibe new life from the invigorating waters of 

the Springs, - (to say nothing of Mrs. Betsy Leach's nice table and 

motherly care). "We are constrained to say we shall be glad to 

receive them in plain home style whenever our rooms are not filled 

by regular company. At least, friends, come up and see what we are 

up to." The broadside concluded with a note that during the 

summer, commodious hacks would be in readiness to receive 

passengers on arrival at the Glade Spring Depot. It is signed, "The 

Washington Springs Company". 

BUT...this article is also about a second Seven Springs, known as 

the Seven Springs Resort, that wasn't quite as famous as the 

Washington Springs Hotel and succumbed to economics several 

years earlier. This resort and its commercial enterprise, known as 

the Celebrated Seven Springs Iron & Alum Mass Company, was 

also located about 2 miles from Glade Spring, in the shadowed 

hollows of Walker Mountain between Glade Spring and Clinchburg. 

A newspaper article noted the second Seven Springs Resort was 

located at a community called Tin Bridge Hollow between Glade & 

Clinchburg, and burned about 1935. A man named L. Curtis Vinson 

from NC bought the property and rebuilt it, but it was not successful. 

Supposedly Vinson was a one-legged German POW who was 

injured in WWI and who, when he arrived here by train at Glade 

Spring, rode his bicycle to the Springs area.....(hmmmm, I am trying 

to picture that in my mind). It was Vinson who later built the 7 small 

Cathedrals for the seven waters of the Seven Springs. I would 

imagine not all were bottled, and one would have had to bathe in 

them to receive any benefit. 

There Were Two Separate Seven Springs in Washington County VA 



 

DONATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS DONOR 
Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia 1607-1634, Volume I In Memory of J. D. Moorefield, by Dr. Jim and Judy Moore Abingdon, VA 
1776-1976 Bicentennial History of Washington County Virginia Joe Owens, Abingdon, VA 
1880 Quilt made in Washington County, Virginia Audrey Hiers, Blairsville, GA 
1940 Re-Echo, Damascus VA High School yearbook Family of Mildred Parker, Deland, FL 
1965,1966 Abingdon High School Yearbooks Jerry Belisle, Abingdon, VA 
2 Copies of History of Washington County, Virginia to 1865 James W. Hagy, Abingdon, VA 
3 Photographs of Bass Camp (S Holston Lake)-Avens Bridge, Cook’s Cabins and Cook’s Grill George Hopkins, Rocky Mt. VA 
Articles, football tickets, directory, Summers letter Patricia Preston Blackwell, Abingdon, VA 
A Biography of M. Johann Flinner Edgar Howard 
A Collection of Poor Valley Memories, Volumes 1 & 2 Benita Smith, Saltville, VA 
A History of New Laurel School and Laurel Community Church1898-1964 Jane Bryan, Abingdon, VA 
A Man of the Mountain Ray Duncan, Abingdon, VA 
A Rogue’s Life Lewis A. Lawson, University Park, MD 
Archival Material Blair Keller, Abingdon, VA 
Big Spring Farm Book and CD John Alden Copenhaver, Fredericksburg, VA 
Books and Bulletins Jimmy and Lovis Countiss, Abingdon, VA 
Books on Primitive Baptist Churches of the area Sallie Hurt, Bristol, TN 
Bristol, Virginia Citizens Cemetery Citizens Cemetery Organization, Bristol, VA 
Catalogs from the 1930's, 1951 Bristol Telephone Directory and other miscellaneous items Neil Mooney, Bristol, TN 
CD of pictures Donna Price, Abingdon, VA 
CD-Ancestors & Descendants of Elizabeth Lemaster & Joseph Williams Joyce Rickens, Mansfield, Ohio 
CD-Elk Garden Lawrence J. Fleenor, Jr., Big Stone Gap, VA 
Civil War Memorial Dedication at Concord United Methodist Church Linda Burton Bright 
Creeper Train Messenger Hoop Eleanor Hutton, Emory, VA 
Christmas Ornaments (10); Washington County Elizabeth Hayter, New York, NY 
Death Certificates and SS Applications for Fleenors Michelle Christie, Houston, TX 
Defending the Old Dominion by Stuart L. Butler David Snodgrass, Greenwood Village, CO 
The Diary of Frederick White-Life on Smith Creek Donald Fred White, Bristol, VA 
Digital copies of 2 Curd family books Thomas Higgins, Shelbyville, KY 
The Dryden Family & Descendants, Book II Keith Bievers, Seattle, WA 
Ed Kinzel Family Information Richard & Lynda Wright, Corryton, TN 
Estate and family information on Roland McReynolds Nancy L. Houser, Isle of Palms, SC+ 
Far Southwest Virginia – A Postcard Journey Alma Sue Ray, Abingdon, VA 
Five 3-ring Commercial Binders First Bank and Trust, Abingdon, VA 
The Flow of Time Juanita & Denwood Milby, Charlottesville, VA 
Following in the OWL’S Footsteps- A Guide to the Sites Photographed by O. Winston Link John C. Abbott, Silver Springs, MD 
Grumble Jones’ Cabin, Paper on John C. Morefield, Glade Spring, VA 
Information on Sgt. Jess S. Whittaker Jana Churchwell, Concord, NH 
Information on the Alexander Breckenridge cabin Kathryn Maxwell, Winston-Salem, NC 
Into the Mountains (Hale Family Migration) Sue Ray, Abingdon, VA 
Jacob Mann, Jr. Early Pioneer of Monroe County, West Virginia Merilyn W. Fleshman, Appomatox, VA 
Jim & Bill’s Trip to TN & VA William Dillon, Bellvue, WA 
The Legacy of Adam Fisher Jane Caldwell, Emory, VA 
The Life of Jim Thomas Harry Lewis, Fredericksburg, VA 
Marriages from Early Tennessee Newspapers 1794-1851 Florence Powell, Meadowview, VA 
The Michael Rice Family History (1680-1983) John R. Montgomery 
More Emigrants in Bondage (1614-1775) by Peter W. Coldham Bob and Nancy Leasure in memory of Frank Goodpasture Jr. 
Newspapers, The Knoxville Journal Jim Pless, Virginia Beach, VA 
Obituary of John W. Thomas John Thomas, Union, MI 
Peter Mumpower, 1740-1814 Washington Co., VA Connected to Jacob Mumbauer, Germany 1685 Joseph Mumpower, Hollywood, FL 
Photocopy of Andrew Goff Bible Ann Regen Myhre, Garner, NC 
Photos of local people George Metcalf, Abingdon, VA 
Pictures of Camp Glenrochie Sally Cole Nelson, Charlottesville, VA 
Pictures from the 70's Robert Duff Alexander, Santa Fe, NM 
Political/union buttons Bert McCoy, Abingdon, VA 
Portrait of Samuel Parker Thomas Ann Wheeler Abernathy, Colonial Heights, VA 
Postcard - Barter Theatre Mark Benbow, Arlington, VA 
Robinson Family Tree Raymond Robinson, Mechanicsville, VA 
Samuel Hervey Laughlin Diary Martin Weaver, Springfield, VA 
Smyth Family History Joan and Larry Sells, Kingsport, TN 
South Holston Reservoir Report Cherith Marshall, Blountville, TN 
Talking Appalachian Amy Clark, Big Stone Gap, VA 
Thayer Photos Melina Leonard 
Textbook (1896) owned by Fannie Withers at Stonewall Jackson Institute David Bonham, Abingdon, VA 
The Tuggle Family, by Vivian Tuggle J. D. Price, Saltville, VA 
War of the Rebellion Tom McConnell, Abingdon, VA 
War Papers – Commutation for Artificial Limb Paula Master, Abingdon, VA 
Wm. King yearbooks-1956, 1958, 1959; photos, Class of 1959 contact list Helen and Dick Gardner, Abingdon, VA 
1894 Bank Note, Glade Spring Graduation (1945), Byars Cobb Methodist Church (1954), 
Glade Spring Commencement (1943), War Bonds Janna McConnell, Abingdon, VA 
Caboose Map;  Photo of Caboose at night with Christmas Lights Mike Pierry, Abingdon, VA 
1948-1949 Hills Bristol, Tennessee City Directory;  1966 Bluff City High School year book; 
Oral History of Konnarock;  Trails to Manniville & Districts; 
Tales from the Gap – The Life and Times of Polly & Vernon Counts 

Charlie Barnette, Bristol, TN 



 

DONATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS DONOR 
2 Handmade Bricks from Old Glade Presbyterian Church 
Norfolk and Western Railroad Padlock and N&W Shipping Ticket Charlie Barnette, Carol H. Taylor, Bristol, TN 
5 Bills of Sale from Abingdon Grocery to Atkins Bros., Marion, VA 
The White Topper, College Newspaper, Emory, VA 1935 Joseph Lee, Abingdon, VA 
My Emerald Isle Roots 
My Coffee, Stratton & Related Families of VA Diane McGinley Gardner, Lost River, WV 
Bill of Sale from Glade Furniture Co. 1945 
Centennial Program, Glade Spring Baptist Church 
“Favorite Recipe”, June Barr (age 15) Glade Spring, VA 

Mr. and Mrs. Durham, Liberty, KY 

Abstracts from Abingdon VA Newspapers-Marriage and Death Notices Vol. 3 
Cohabitation List WCVA James Hagy, Abingdon, VA 
Alamance County 
Alexander Rose of Person Co. NC, by Ben Lacy Rose 
Amherst County, VA Heritage 1781-1999 
Amherst County Story, by Alfred Perry 
Assorted pieces of China from Montgomery Estate 
Brunswick County VA 
Evans Family 1700-1983 
History of Pittsylvania County VA 
Life by the Roaring Roanoke 
Nelson Co. VA Heritage 1807-2000 
The Rose Family of Kilravock 1290-1847, by Christine Rose 
Virginia Magazine of History & Biography 

Rubinette Niemann, Abingdon, VA 

Chilhowie United Methodist Church 1806-1994 
Konnarock Training School 
Marion and Hungry Mother State Park, Images of America 
Smyth County, Images of America 

Kitty Henninger, Abingdon, VA 

A History of Lebanon United Methodist Church 
A Southern Album 
Scott County Virginia and Its People 
Virginia – A Commonwealth Comes of Age 
We Americans 

Joe Owens, Bristol, VA 

Myths of Samuel Newell (1754-1841) 
Times and Places of Samuel Newell (1754-1841) Fred Wyler, Mount Juliet, TN 
1895 Personal Property Tax List of WCVA 
Russell Co. VA 1890 Personal Property Tax List 
Selected Death Records-Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee, Scott, and Wise Co.VA 
Smyth Co. VA 1890 Personal Property Tax List 
Some Implied Marriages From Tazewell Co. VA 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 1, 1778-1797 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 27, 1867-1870 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 28, 1869-1871 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 29, 1871-1872 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 30, 1871-1874 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 31, 1873-1875 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 32, 1874-1877 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 33, 1876-1878 
Washington Co., VA Deed Book 34, 1876-1879 
Washington Co., VA Selected Death Records, Volume 3 
Washington Co., VA Selected Death Records, Volume 4 
Washington Co., VA Selected Death Records, Volume 5 
WCVA 1890 Personal Property List 
WCVA Minute Book 3, 1837-1839 
WCVA Minute Book 4, 1839-1941 

Jack Hockett 

Appalachian Conquest, by Eugene L. Huddleston 
Appalachian Corn Hauler, by Hugh Wolfs and Ed Wall 
The Clinchfield Railroad in the Coal Fields, by Robert A. Hilen 
The Dixie Line, by Charles B. Castner, Jr. 
Dixie Lines ,by David P. Oroszi & Ron Flanary 
Interstate Railroad, by Ed Wolfe 
L&N Louisville & Nashville Vol. I, by Stephen D. Johnson 
L&N Color Guide to Freight & Passenger Equipment Vol. 2, by Stephen D. Johnson 
The Last Steam Railroad in America, by Thomas H. Garvey 
Louisville & Nashville in Color Vol. I, by Richard C. Borkowski, Jr. 
Louisville & Nashville in the Appalachians ,by Ron Flanary 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, by Castner, Flanary, and Dorin 
N&W Giant of Steam ,by Lewis Ingles Jeffries 
Norfolk and Western Steam in Color, by William C. McClure 
Steam, Steel and Stars (photos by O. Winston Link)-Abrams 
Train – Eyewitness Guide 

Albert M. Thomas, Morristown, TN 

2 ETSU yearbooks 
Death by Petticoat, by Mary M. Theobald 
Forever Dixie, by Douglas Keister 
Gravestone Inscriptions in Northampton Co. VA, by Jean M. Mihalyka 
Kansas Territorial Settlers of 1860 Who were born in TN, VA, NC, and SC 
The Preservation of Historic Architecture 
Sticks and Stones, by M. Ruth Little 
Stories in Stone, by Douglas Keister 

Martha Keys, Abingdon, VA 



 

DONATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS DONOR 
1890 Personal Property Tax Lists - Buchanan & Dickenson Counties 
The War of 1812 in Russell County, VA Bret Compton, Bristol, VA 
In Memoriam: Mrs. G. V. Litchfield 1841-1892, booklet Mrs. Stuart Campbell, Wytheville, VA 
2008 Minutes of Union Association 
The Addingtons of Virginia, by Nancy Clark Brown & Rhonda Robertson 
Charles Kilgore of King’s Mountain-A New History of the Kilgore Family, by Hugh M. Addington 
Clinchco, Virginia Family and Community History 1850-1980, by Dennis Reedy 
Clintwood, VA in Early Winter 
Geological Map of Wise and Northern Scott Counties 
Gone... but not Forgotten 
Historical Memories in a Mountain Kingdom, by LeRoy N. Hilton, Jr. 
History of Clintwood Baptist Church 
Mountain People and Places 
Mountain People and Places: Dickenson Co., VA and Surrounding Area, edited by Dennis Reedy 
No Rest for the Wicked, by Genoa Jean Salyers 
School and Community History of Dickenson Co., VA, edited by Dennis Reedy 
Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade Hollow (SW VA) 1722-1977, by Hettie Swindell Sutherland 
Topographic Map of Wise and Northern Scott Counties 
Train Pictures 
The W. M. Ritter Lumber Company Family History Book, edited by Dennis Reedy 
Yearbooks – Clintwood High School, 1965-1969 

Rebecca Adkins, Abingdon, VA 

The Addington Family ,by Norman R. Addington 
The Banner Family of North Carolina, by Wm. Perry Banner 
Carter Co. TN and Its People 1796-1993 
Cocke/Cox/Cock/Coke, by Frances M. Fehrman 
Cox Clan by, E. B. Cox, Sr. 
The Cox Family 
Descendants of Solomon Cox of Cole Creek, VA 1730-1812 
Descendants of William Duncan, the Elder 
Family Records of Ted R. Owens & Lina Fuller Owens, by Ted and Lina Owens 
Jesses, by J. S. Jesse 
Listen to the Mountain, by Bonnie Ball 
McConnell Marriages Genealogy, by Hugh Anderson 
Pocahontas Bright Stream Between Two Hills, by Margaret Quarles 
Porters-Pickin Up the Porters, by Henry G. Martin 
Witness to an Epoch, by Charles Harkrader, Jr. 

Mary Cox Pippin 

Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia 1607-1634, Volume II 
Amherst Co. Families and History 
Ashe County North Carolina Marriage Abstracts 1801-1879 
Augusta Co. VA, by Henry Hardesty 
Bath Co. –Families and History, by Henry Hardesty 
Bedford Co. Families and History 
Charles City County-Families and History, by Henry Hardesty 
Forgotten Tales of Abingdon, Virginia, by Donna Gayle Akers 
History of Norfolk City and County-Families and History, by Suffolk Co. Public Library 
History of Roanoke City, by E. B. Jacobs 
Loudoun Co. Families and History 
New Kent County-Families and History, by Henry Hardesty 
Rockbridge Co.-Families and History, by Henry Hardesty 
Russell Co. VA Marriages 1900-1923, by Randy F. McNew Crouse 
Surry Co.-Isle of Wight Co., by Henry Hardesty 

HSWCV, Abingdon, VA 

2 Pair Children’s Hightop Shoes ca 1900 
A Blind Minister, by Richard Buxton 
Bedford Villages-Lost and Found Vol. 1, by Peaks of Otter DAR 
Benton Watkins Oakes Sr. & Thelma Dixon Taylor Oakes, Directory and Brief Sketch of their Descendants 
Biographical and Genealogical Records of the Kishpaugh Family, by Florence M. Kishpaugh 
Birth Records of Henry Co. VA 1855-1862, by Beverly Merritt 
Bootstraps, by Leslie Carlylse Oakes 
The Browning Family and Richey Tracks Vol. VI 
The Browning Family Vol. 2 and Richey Tracks Vol. VIII 
Charles Wilson Hamlett of Pittsylvania Co. VA 1859-1928, by Ellen H. Stewart and Doris H. Calhoun 
Clay Jug 
The Cole Family of Pittsylvania Co. VA 
“Compendia” Annotations of WCVA Vol. 1-6, by Thomas Colley 
County Court Records 1808-1818, Russell County 
The Descendants of Daniel Driskill of Campbell Co. VA, by John W. Driscoll 
Descendants of Isaac Oakes/Oaks, by Wm. Bryant Oakes 
Descendants of James Mayes, by Tom Mayes 
The Descendants of Wm. P. Hamlett, by Karen Wood 
The Duty Family Genealogy, by Lehman & Ruth Tiller 
Elliott and Payne Family Tree 
Enduring Memories, by William M. Nunley 
Felix Henry Hamlett of Pittsylvania Co. VA 1852-1918, by Ellen H Stewart 
Finches of Pittsylvania Co. VA, by Ira Chaffin 
Franklin Co. VA Birth Records (1860-1879), by Beverly Merritt 
Franklin Co. VA Civil War Records, by Beverly Merritt 
Genealogy of a Stevens Family of VA, by Wm. L. Stevens 
George Alexander Winston & Maude Garbee Winston, by Maude Garbee Winston 
The Gillenwater Tree, by Martin W. Gillenwater 

Jane Oakes, Abingdon, VA 



DONATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS DONOR 
Henry Co. VA Will Book 3, by Beverly Merritt 
The Heritage of Dickenson Co, VA 
Historical Articles, by Roy Hayth, Sr. 
Jonathan Buck 1755-1831, by Fay Adamson Gacik 
The Manning Genealogy 
Marriage Bonds Franklin Co. VA 1787-1853, by Beverly Merritt 
Marriage Records of Franklin Co. VA (1853-1875), by Beverly Merritt 
Marriage Records of Franklin Co. VA, by Beverly Merritt 
Marriage Records of Henry Co. VA, by Beverly Merritt and Michael D. Smith 
The Name and Family of Fry(e) ,by Rosalea Brown and Louise Frye 
Neath the Oaks, by Lonnie Okes Jr. 
Our Stevens Ancestry, by Joyce S. Turel 
The Pendleton Family, by Marilynn Pendleton Sanderson 
Pioneer Families of Franklin Co. VA, by Marshall Wingfield 
Pratt/Lowder and Related Families, by William Neal Hurley, Jr. 
Progenitors of John & Marie Kellam, by Constance Kellam 
Related Families of Botetourt Co. VA ,by J. Wm. Austin II & Rebecca H. R. Austin 
Remembrances of Time, Place and People-Central Pittsylvania Co. Vols. 1, 2, & 3, by James Osborne 
Remembrances of Western Pittsylvania Co. Vol. IV, by James Osborne 
Remembrances-Cascade Area Vol. VI, by James Osborne 
Remembrances-Western Pittsylvania Co. VA Vol. IV and V, by James Osborne 
The Rennolds-Reynolds Family of VA and England 1530-1948, by Stephen F. Tillman 
Russell Co. VA County Court Records, by James A. Williams 
Scott and Catherine Moran Okes Family, by Lonnie Okes, Jr. 
The Walthall Family, by Grace Walthall Karish 
The Walthall Family-A Genealogical History of the Descendants of Wm. Walthall of VA Vol. 1, by Malcolm Walthall 
Yesterday-Gone Forever ,by Faye R. Tuck 

Jane Oakes, Abingdon, VA 

MONETARY DONATIONS 
Evelyn Daniel, Louisa, VA Carolyn Landergott, Cedar Rapids, IA In Honor of Howard & Judy Stovall, 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
Wallace Davenport, Houston, TX Emily Jane Sampson, Holly Ridge, NC  by Jane and Helen Bryan, Abingdon, VA 
Sandra Kruse, Friendswood, TX Jeni L. Neely, Abingdon, VA   
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Mark, The Woodlands, TX Brenda Clark, Mammoth, AZ In Honor of Mary Helen Dodson, 90th Birthday, 
Caroline K. Spires, Abingdon, VA John Russell Montgomery, Murfreesboro, TN  from Jane and Helen Bryan, Abingdon, VA 
Mrs. Dixie Avey, Heber Springs, AR Barbara Clark, Chester, VA   
Lois Peak, Asheville, NC Cindy Cole, Brandon, FL In Memory of Juanita Neese, Black’s Fort Chapter DAR 
Mr. and Mrs. James Garrett, San Antonio, TX Thomas and Eugenia Phillips, Abingdon, VA   
Willie Kate Underwood, Bristol, VA Judith Bergman, Fairfax, VA In Memory of Betty Mae Anderson Ferrier, Dale Anderson Douthit 
Ronald Cassel, Los Gatos, CA Ben and Merry Jennings, Abingdon, VA   
Doris Martinson, Knoxville, TN Beverly Luther, Richmond, VA Jim and Mary Jones, Abingdon, VA 
James and Diane Parker, Kennesaw, NE Victoria Baker, New Castle, DE Doris Wells, Meadowview, VA 
Judith Sherman & Geoffrey Brown, Salisbury, CT Louis Davenport Bailey, New York, NY Carol & Michael Walls, Thornfield, MO 
Shelley K. Hart, Moses Lake, WA Edward Sheets, Glade Spring, VA Sue Ray, Abingdon, VA 
Oscar Larmer, Manhattan, KS Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Davenport, Houston, TX Dennis Godfrey, Abingdon, VA 
Fern Bowling, Dallas, TX Cheryl LeSueur, Bristol, VA Samuel B. Shumate, Hickory, NC 
Carol J. Edmonds, Bend, OR Sandra Kruse, Friendswood, TX Carolyn Ryburn, Glade Spring, VA 
G. Lawrence Warren, Falls Church, VA Laura Livingston, Edgewood, WA Rose Hudson, Abingdon, VA 
Rees R. Shearer, Emory, VA Richard McQueen, Abingdon, VA Joseph Mumpower, Hollywood, FL 
Lisa and Stephen Jett, Abingdon, VA Jim and Judy Moore, Abingdon, VA Preston M. Campbell, M. D., McLean, VA 
Patricia Craig Johnson, Dallas, TX David and Marilyn Thomas, Abingdon, VA George Metcalf, Abingdon, VA 
Reed Cooke, Abingdon, VA William Dillon, Bellevue, WA Robert J. Kent, Newport News, VA 
John and Joan Enright, Virginia Beach, VA Richard and Hazel Blackwell, Edison, NJ Joella Barbour, Abingdon, VA 
Annie Williams, Salisbury, MD Shelley Hart, Moses Lake, WA Estate of Mary Landrum, Bristol, TN 
Katherine Boaz, Montvale, VA Roy Brown, Jr., New York, NY Diana Powell, Atherton, CA 
Augusta Waters, Gadsden, AL Jim Glanville, Blacksburg, VA James Fleenor, Richmond, KY 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS FROM OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 

 

 

THE 
PEPPERMILL  

Oil and Vinegar Gift Bag: The Abingdon Olive Oil Company 
Gift Basket: Anthony’s Desserts, Inc. 
Two Gift Certificates: Pop Ellis's Soda Shoppe and Grill 
Membership/Donation: Food City 
Two Tickets: Barter Theater 
Gift Certificate: Peppermill 

Gift Certificate: The Tavern 
Foxglove Antiques 
New Peoples Bank 
Highlands Union Bank 
TruPoint Bank 
The Martha Washington Hotel 



 

The Waters 

An 1872 Bristol newspaper advertisement noted D. B. Payne & Son 

of Washington County, Va. represented the Seven Springs bottled 

products as for sale in ounce and gallon capacities. Their ad noted 

only the Alum Water as being available.  

An 1877 Hostettler's Stomach Bitters Almanac notes, "Natures 

Remedy - the Celebrated Seven Springs Iron & Alum Mass could 

be bought of Landrum & Litchfield of Abingdon." It seems that this 

company had a "distillery" in Abingdon for bottling the product. A 

later ad from 1888 noted Cam Anderson, Druggist, was a proprietor 

in Bristol. 

The term "Mass" in the Celebrated Seven Springs Iron & Alum 

Mass Company name came about, it seems due to the claims of the 

product itself. According to advertisements, the Spring waters' 

properties were "condensed" via evaporation and an ounce bottle 

actually contained 14 gallons of the Healing waters. I suppose one 

added more regular water to the Mass or else took it all in one dose.  

Sales of the Spring water was a successful business venture for 

decades. Many local merchants & druggists sold the 

bottled waters. The Company had office outlets in Glade 

Spring, Bristol, Abingdon, and Richmond as well as in 7 

other Southern States. Many testimonials from well 

known, prominent, and well-educated folks favored the 

Seven Springs Iron & Alum Mass as a cure or remedy. 

Charlie Barnette 

The Way it Was 
 

A Novel Marriage 

On Tuesday evening last, James Newton and Amanda 

Spahr, both of Washington county, VA. rode up to the Rev. J. 

K. Hatcher's gate in Sullivan County, Tennessee, and 

requested the Parson to make them happy by uniting them in 

the holy bonds of matrimony. This the Parson did, the bride 

and groom sitting on their horses. It was soon over. The 

novel ceremony of a marriage on horseback had been 

performed, and man and wife cantered across the country. 

       Bristol News, November 27, 1869 
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The Newsletter is published twice a year by the Historical Society of Washington County, Virginia, PO Box 484, Abingdon, VA 24212-0484  For information, call 276-623-8337, email office@hswcv.org, or visit our website at www.hswcv.org. 

HOLD THE DATE! 

The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the Historical Society will be held on Friday May 29, 2015, 

6:00 pm—9:00pm, at the SW Virginia Higher Education Center. 

Ticket information and Agenda will be in the Spring Newsletter and on the Web page. 

Make plans now to be in Abingdon April 9-21 
for the 2015 Block Party Quilt Show. The 
Historical Society will have its collection of 
vintage quilts and textiles on display, along 

with hundreds of others 
around town. 

For details, keep 
checking in on our web 
page (hswcv.org) or call 
us at 276-623-8337. 

Smyth County’s foremost antebellum industrialist, 

Abijah Thomas ,was born in  1814 and married 

Priscilla Scott in 1838. In 1856-57 he built  the 

octagonally shaped house that still stands near 

the center of Smyth County, Virginia. With its 

unusual design, once-beautiful interior decoration, 

and mountain view, the residence is symbolic of the rise to prominence of a pioneer 

family of southwestern Virginia in the years just prior to the Civil War. 

Although most of the walls are structurally sound, everything else is currently in great 

need of restoration. A Foundation has been formed to save and restore the Octagon 

House. For more information contact: 

The Octagon House Foundation, P.O. Box 1701, Marion, VA 24354 

Phone:  (276) 783-3723                          Email:  daorr15955@earthlink.net 
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