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OUR LIBRARY WILL be closed after 

December 14 

And will reopen on 

Tuesday, February 4 

Toy Exhibit Wraps Up 2024 

Did you know there was once a 

Monopoly-style board game called 

“Abingdon*opoly” that featured local 

streets and attractions? Did you ever 

play with a Fisher-Price Family Farm, get a musical 

instrument or read about Gene Autry’s adventures? 

The Historical Society is finishing 2024 with an  

exhibit entitled “Toys - Past and Present.” The display 

features dozens of antique toys that entertained kids as 

Christmas gifts for past generations. 

What was your best Christmas gift as a child? Even 

if it’s not on display, this exhibit is bound to bring 

back memories of your own favorites. 

The exhibit is free and open to the public from 10 

am to 4 pm Tuesday through Friday and from 11 to 3 

on Saturdays through December 14. 



 

 

“Our vision is to be an educational resource and community leader committed to collecting, preserving and sharing the records of people, places and 

events, so that future generations may find common interest and knowledge in the unique heritage of our County and surrounding region.” 

The joy of operating our own building comes with the 

same challenges that home owners experience. Maintenance 

is a never-ending issue, and eventually expensive repairs 

need to be tackled.  

The Historical Society has four bay 

windows on the first floor that have 

seen better days. From broken glass to 

deteriorated woodwork, there’s no 

easy fix other than just replacing them 

altogether. And that’s what the Board 

has decided to do.  

 

 

 

Work began on the first three of the windows before 

Thanksgiving and will be finished over the next few weeks. 

We’ve applied for, and expect to receive, a grant from the 

Town of Abingdon that will cover most of the cost of the 

first three windows. The fourth will wait until we find out if 

we’ll be able to install a badly-needed elevator to the      

second floor in its place.  

The new windows will 

keep our utility bills in check 

and prevent ongoing damage 

to the woodwork. They’ll 

also make our place on Main 

Street more attractive to the 

community and our patrons. 

We’re only able to tackle 

these projects with support 

from our dues-paid members 

and loyal volunteers. We 

want you to be proud of your 

facility! Thank you for your 

ongoing support. 

 

Bonner Scholars A Blessing 

Our own Dan Smith faced 

the fearsome crowd of Trick or 

Treaters during Abingdon’s 

popular Main Street event in 

October. Thanks for braving the 

onslaught and making us look 

good in the community, Dan! 

 

 

The Society continues to benefit from its relationship 

with Emory & Henry College University. 

This fall, E&H senior Abbey Carbonaro, a Bonner 

scholar, has volunteered in our Media Center with indexing 

and cataloguing. An Art Studio and History double major 

from Bristol VA with a certificate in Public History, Abbey 

has helped us catch up with backlogged additions to our 

database. Our staff had nothing but good things to say 

about her dedication and quality of work. 

The Bonner program connects students with civic    

engagement programs that help the community while 

providing students with valuable experience connected to 

their majors. 

We wish Abbey the best in her future endeavors, and 

we look forward to the next generation of Bonner scholars. 

Thank you, Abbey! 

“Home Improvements” Underway 



 

 

The Society In Social Media 
The Society continues to extend our outreach to the public 

in new ways, including social media.  

Our YouTube channel now includes a collection of 44 

videos, including a recording of the April Conversation with 

Jefferson and Lafayette” and several dozen videos of veterans 

with Washington County roots talking about their service. 

We’ve also added video on African American history. Thanks 

to Paul Derden, Julianne Miles and Lynn Bennett for your 

volunteer efforts. 

Our “Family Reunion Project” now has its own web 

address, https://hswcv.org/a2family_reunion.php. We’ll be 

adding new caterers, venues and lodging options in coming 

weeks for folks planning their family get-togethers here.  

Our Facebook group still continues to grow. We now have 

12,217 participants who generate a lively discussion, ask 

questions and share photos about ancestors and history. We 

also regularly list upcoming events on our Facebook page. If 

you’re not on board yet, join us at https://www.facebook.com/

groups/HSWCV or just search for us by name. 

There’s a lot of local history to explore! 

 

The Historical Society’s annual October program at Sinking Spring Cemetery, “An Evening With The Spirits,” 

drew a large crowd again this year, raising over $300 for the Society’s operations.  

As the dearly departed manifested themselves during the evening, the plot included a reenactment of a wedding, a 

little scandal and lots of intrigue. A special guest was author Greg Lilly, whose novel “Abingdon’s Boardinghouse 

Murder” inspired much of the script. One of the highlights of the evening was young Shep Parsons, who tried without 

success to help the wayward George Wertz find his grave. 

We appreciate all the volunteers who made the event a success, and the public who showed up in support. 

Photos by Shana Parsons 

New Historical Markers 
A new historical marker was unveiled in Glade Spring in 

November marking the site of the Glade Spring School for local 

African American students. The school provided education for 

grades 1 through 7 from 1917 to 1965. 

This is the 20th historical marker in Washington County. 

The markers are a joint project between Virginia Department of 

Transportation and the Department of Historic Resources. 

Another marker will be installed in February in front of the 

Wiliam King house in Abingdon, where William Clark and 

Meriwether Lewis visited over two hundred years ago. 

Photo by Julianne Miles 

“An Evening With The Spirits” 



 

 

 
Donations of Items 

Memorial and Honorarium Monetary Donations 

 
In Memory of R. L. Knott III, Life Member 
Pattie Treakle Arwood - Chesterfield VA 

 

Thanks to all our donors for your support! 

Monetary Donations  

August 1 through October 31, 2024  

Navy WII newsletters, “The Pointer” and Everett Phillips collection  Anonymous 

Damascus High yearbooks and photo albums; list of graduates 1926-1964 Bobby Hand  Bristol VA  

Special Report - Preservation of Revolutionary War Veteran Gravesites  Pat Hatfield  Abingdon VA 

Smyth Co. Order Books #4 (1838-1840) and #5 (1841-1843)   Jack Hockett  Newark DE 

1928 Virginia Intermont yearbook and diploma    Kenneth Kestner  Abingdon VA 

Books and publications about Abingdon, Glade Spring and Meadowview Bill Kittrell  Abingdon VA 

Newspaper clippings from 1894, 1895, 1896 and 1915   Esther Land  Abingdon VA 

Yearbooks from Emory & Henry, Virginia Intermont, Abingdon High,  Janna McConnell  Abingdon VA 

 Martha Washington College, White Cap and Stonewall Jackson; 

 Early 1900s postcards of Abingdon; History of SWVA by Summers  

Painting of Brumley Gap Church by Minnie Ma    Lue Wise Murray  Bristol VA 

Papers from David G. Thomas property, late 1800s.    Kevin Reap  Abingdon VA 

Washington Co. WWII service record; Ashe Co. NC Heritage, vols. I & II; Susan Robertson   Henrico VA 

 History of Hassinger Lumber Co.; Trains, the magazine of railroading 

Epson scanner for Media Center      Linda Summers  Abingdon VA 

History of Montgomery Cemetery in Denton Valley    Michelle Thomas  Abingdon VA 

Love seat and work table       Tim Webb/Travel Shop Abingdon VA 

17th VA Infantry regimental history, signed 1st edition by Lee Wallace Jr. Stephen Wolfsberger Abingdon VA 

    J. Phil Clark    Easley SC 

    Melissa Kestner-Clay and David Clay Abingdon VA 

    Patricia Rutherford Couto   Mechanicsville VA 

    Lori Grubb    Bristol VA 

    Carolyn Ryburn    Glade Spring VA 

 

Memorials and charitable gifts in honor of friends and 

loved ones are great ways to create a lasting commemoration 

of a life well lived, a birthday or other life event.  

Gifts and memorials made to the Historical Society are 

tax deductible and provide essential support for the Society. 

The Historical Society is a 501(c )(3) nonprofit organization. 

Contributions may be made by check and mailed to the 

Society, PO Box 484, Abingdon VA 24212 or online through 

our website, hswcv.org. Contributions and any items to be 

donated may be brought to our office at 341 West Main,   

Abingdon.  

Items to be donated are appreciated, but sometimes will 

be declined if they do not meet our mission, are overly bulky, 

or are duplicates of items we already possess.  

The Society has several membership levels. Individual or 

family membership dues are $35 a year, and one-time dues 

for lifetime membership are $350. Student memberships are 

$10 a year; they’re a great gift for a child or grandchild with 

an interest in history. Business memberships are $50 a year, 

or $450 for ten years. All members will receive our annual 

Bulletin, our newsletters (in either digital or hard copy      

format) and occasional email updates throughout the year. 



 

 

Visit us on Facebook! 

Historical Society of  
Washington County, VA 

 

Almost-Forgotten History - The Fincastle Resolutions 
January 20, 1775 

Mention the American Revolution, and most people 

think of events in Boston and Philadelphia along the 

Atlantic coastline. But Southwest Virginia played an 

often-overlooked role in our drive for independence. 

We’re approaching the 250th anniversary of the    

adoption of the Fincastle Resolutions - almost lost to 

history, but the first call in America for the separation 

of church and state. 

Fincastle County today is but a small fragment of its 

original size. It was created in December 1772 out of     

Botetourt County, 

and included all of 

present-day        

Kentucky, Southwest 

Virginia and south-

ern West Virginia. In       

December 1776, the 

new Virginia General 

Assembly created 

Washington County out of Fincastle County - one of the 

first locales named for the  popular new general of the 

American revolution. 

Four months after the Boston Tea Party took place in 

December 1773, the British parliament adopted what were 

derisively called the “Coercive Acts” or “Intolerable Acts” 

by the colonists. The acts were meant to punish Boston by 

blockading Boston’s harbor, and to send a message to the 

other colonies that resistance to parliamentary authority 

would not be tolerated.  

In support, on May 24, 1774 the Virginia House of 

Burgesses called for a day of fasting and prayer for June 1 

- the date the port of Boston was to be closed. Two   

_______________________________________________ 

One of the best sources of information on the Fincastle resolutions 

is an article written by Dr. James Glanville and published in The Smith-

field Review, Vol. XIV, 2010. Glanville (1941-2019), a British native 

who came to the United States in 1962, was a professor of chemistry at 

Virginia Tech until his retirement in 2004. He then took up a second 

career as a student of history focusing on Southwest Virginia.                     

days later, the British Governor, John Murray, Earl of   

Dunmore, dissolved the House of Burgesses. On May 27 

most of the burgesses called for a convention of all the   

burgesses to decide how to proceed. The convention, which 

had never been done before, was to begin on August 1 to 

give the delegates “an Opportunity of collecting their sense 

of their respective counties.” 

Over the next ten months, at least 59 of the 65 jurisdic-

tions in Virginia adopted resolutions and forwarded them to 

Williamsburg. Fincastle was the forty-sixth of the 59. 

According to Dr. Glanville, the county resolutions   

occurred in two waves. The first batch of at least 40 came 

in June and July in anticipation of the August convention, 

and generally expressed support for the people of Boston 

while criticizing Parliament. Most concluded their meetings 

with toasts to the King, his Queen, his family and in support 

of reconciliation with Britain. All of the counties sent a  

record of their actions to Williamsburg to be published in 

one of the Virgina Gazettes. 

At the same time, the people of Fincastle, on the    

western frontier, had other issues to address. On May 13 - 

eleven days before being dissolved - the House of Burgess-

es authorized Lord Dunmore to muster a military response 

against the Mingo and Shawnee Indians in present-day 

Ohio with the intent of ending attacks on frontier settlers. 

Even though settlement was prohibited by treaties with 

England, the Virginia House of Burgesses had been        

encouraging settlement through land grants. By the end of  

September, Dunmore was personally leading a force of 

about 1,500 men down the Ohio River while Andrew Lewis 

was heading north from Fincastle and Botetourt Counties 

with another thousand men. The Battle of Point Pleasant on 

October 10 forced the Indians to retreat into Ohio, and the 

Virginians followed them. The Treaty of Camp Charlotte 

was concluded on October 20, and the men prepared to 

head home.  

Meanwhile, in Philadelphia the First Continental    

Congress convened in September and October 1774; seven 

Virginians attended. Thomas Jefferson’s A Summary View 

of the Rights of British America, published in August, drove 

the discussion. The Congress formed an “Association” of 

all the colonies and recommended the election in each 

county and town of a committee to support the Association.  

By November 4, the Virginians from Point Pleasant 

met at Fort Gower across the Ohio from land owned by 

Fincastle County (shaded)  and surrounding 
Virginia counties  in 1774-1775 . Source:       
Glanville, The Smithfield Review, Vol. XIV, p. 71. 



 

 

Freedom of the press not 
only was a high priority of the 
Bill of Rights, but newspapers 
did the most to spread the 
word about the American 
revolution.  

The first newspaper to be 
published in Virginia, in 1736, 
was named the Virginia    
Gazette. Over the years,   
several publications in      
Williamsburg carried the  
Gazette name, sometimes 
simultaneously. Alexander 
Purdie, who previously was 
publisher of the original   
Gazette, began a separate 
paper by that name on     
February 3, 1775 and        
operated it until his death in 
1779. The February 10      
edition carried the Fincastle 
resolution on page 3. Purdie 
later scooped the others by 
publishing Thomas Payne’s 
Common Sense in February 
1776, and news of the      
Declaration of Independence 
just eight days after July 4.  

In British custom, “gazettes” 
were considered the official 
record, giving the paper an 
air of credibility. When     
Virginia’s General Assembly 
ordered their resolutions 
printed “in the Gazette” or 
“in the Virginia Gazette,” it 
wasn’t clear which paper was 
supposed to get the business. 
But a paper by any other 
name was out of luck. 

Image source: The           
Rockefeller Library             
collections at Colonial       
Williamsburg. 



 

 

George Washington before returning home. As Daniel  

Morgan wrote,  

After we had beat [the Indians] and reduced them to  

order and were on our way home, we heard, at the mouth of 

the Hocking, on the Ohio, that hostilities were offered to our 

brethren, the people of Boston. We as an army immediately 

formed ourselves into a society, pledging our honors to assist 

the Bostonians, in case of a serious breach, which did take 

place on the 19th of the following April at Lexington. 

The Fort Gower resolution was published on Dec. 22 

in one of the Virginia Gazettes in Williamsburg and read in 

the House of Lords in March of 1775. Signed only by the 

company clerk, the resolution expressed loyalty to the King 

and praising Lord Dunmore before pledging support for 

America’s “just Rights and Privileges.” But Capt. William 

Russell and probably several others who later signed the 

Fincastle Resolutions were present at Fort Gower, and all 

undoubtedly knew what was in the Fort Gower resolution. 

By November, the formation of standing Virginia 

county committees began to take place - about the time the 

men from Point Pleasant returned to their homes.  

The second wave of county resolutions, as Glanville 

described it, followed the October 1774 call for feedback 

by the First Continental Congress and cited that charge. 

What Glanville finds remarkable is that the resolutions of 

the four western counties - Fincastle, Augusta, Botetourt 

and Pittsylvania - pledged their lives in the cause of   

American liberty. 

We don’t know the process by which these fifteen men 

were chosen, or whether some were excluded or unable to 

attend. We don’t know the extent to which their resolution 

reflected the public sentiment, or whether the public even 

knew what was taking place. We don’t know how much 

debate took place among them in arriving at the final 

words of the published document, or even who wrote them. 

The Fincastle men met on January 20 in the dead of 

winter, probably at James McGavock’s ordinary at Fort 

Chiswell which was centrally located to their homes. They 

elected William Christian, brother-in-law of Patrick Henry, 

as their chairman1. All, except for Parson Cummings, cited 

their militia ranks: two colonels, two majors, nine captains 

and a lieutenant.  

The Fincastle freeholders specifically directed their 

“address” to the seven members of the Virginia delegation 

who had attended that congress. After praising the         

delegates (and Lord Dunmore) for their service, they     

expressed their allegiance to George III and expressed hope 

of seeing “harmony restored, on an equitable basis.”  

We are ready and willing to contribute all in our power for 

the support of his Majesty’s government, if applied to constitu-

tionally, and when the grants are made by our own representa-

tives; but cannot think of submitting our liberty or property to 

the power of a venal British parliament, or to the will of a cor-

rupt Ministry….  

We by no means desire to shake off our duty or allegiance 

to our lawful sovereign, but on the contrary shall ever glory in 

being loyal subjects of a Protestant prince, descended from 

such illustrious progenitors, so long as we can enjoy the free 

exercise of our religion, as Protestants, and our liberties and 

properties, as British subjects.” 

But at that point the freeholders drew a line in the sand.  

“But if no pacific measures shall be proposed or adopted by 

Great Britain, and our enemies will attempt to dragoon us out 

of these inestimable privileges which we are entitled to as 

subjects, and to reduce us to a state of slavery, we declare, 

that we are deliberately and resolutely determined never to 

surrender them to any power upon earth, but at the expense of 

our lives. 

“These are our real, though unpolished sentiments, of liberty 

and loyalty, and in them we are resolved to live and die.” 

This was the first of the resolutions that specifically tied 

their complaints to the free exercise of their chosen religion, 

and pledged to risk their lives for that cause. It was a key 

step in the process that led to American independence from 

Great Britain. Whole books could be written about the    

ancient conflicts between the Church of England and the 

Protestants, and notably the Scots-Irish who populated the 

western frontier versus the Anglicans on the coast. But it’s 

clear that, for these men from Southwest Virginia, freedom 

of religion was a matter for which they were willing to    

sacrifice their lives.  

_________________________   

 1Christian was likely the person who delivered a copy of the   

Fincastle resolution to the Virginia Gazette in Williamsburg. Page 

4 of the same February 10 edition included a story in which  

Christian recounted the battle at Point Pleasant. It began, “Last 

Sunday night Colonel William Christian arrived in town from  

Fincastle…” 

Christian, William Campbell and Thomas Madison were all  

brothers in law of Patrick Henry, one of the seven delegates to the 

First Continental Congress. William Russell became the second 

husband of Elizabeth Henry after Campbell’s death. Madison was 

a second cousin to future President James Madison. 



 

 

The Historical Society 

of Washington County, Virginia, Inc. 

P.O. Box 484 

Abingdon, VA 24212-0484 

Thank you to our Business  Members  and Sponsor s! 

Your company can support 

the work of the Society as a 

Business Member for only 

$50 a year or $450 for ten 

years. Contact the office  

today for more details. 

 

Please let our business   

members know their support 

is appreciated! 

Belfor Property Restoration  
Burke Print Shop 
Clinch Mountain Press, LLC 
Corps Values Music Heritage Inc. 
Countryside Realty, LLC 
Creepers End Lodgings, LLC 
Elderspirit Community Association 
Eye Physicians of Southwest Virginia, PC 
Farris Funeral Service 
Foxglove Antiques & Etc., LLC 
Frost Funeral Home, LLC 

Full Bloom Farm House, LLC 
Kenny’s Auto Glass Services 
Lee Highway Animal Hospital, PLLC 
Mamma Mia Italian Restaurant 
The Martha Washington Hotel & Spa 
Southern Appalachian Dance Collective 
Tombstone Trackers Inc. 
Vintage Properties of Virginia LLC 
Wallace Repair Shop, Inc. 
Washington Co. Chamber of Commerce 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


