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Sinking Spring Cemetery has a special
place in the hearts of history buffs of
Washington County. Since the burial of
Henry Creswell in the old Presbyterian

church yard in 1776, this has become the

resting place of generations of pioneers of The Historical Society presented “An Evening With The Spirits” on October 15 in

all backgrounds and creeds who built the Abingdon’s Sinking Spring Cemetery.

foundation of this county. All of them have . . .
T ry — The evening began with a color guard from the General William Campbell

veterans and two Virginia governors are Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution honoring the nine Revolutionary
buried here, along with veterans of other War veterans and other veterans buried at Sinking Spring.

wars. It’s the crown jewel of Washington

Sy Cemeteries take on an ethereal aura during October evenings. Unlike our annual
County’s history.

cemetery tours of the cemetery during the Virginia Highlands Festival, this fall event

But Sinking Spring is showing its age, imagines what would happen if some of the dearly departed made appearances to
with headstones being damaged and graves visit with an audience gathered in front of the Cummings cabin.
neglected. It’s a challenge for the Town of
Abingdon to maintain it. Cemeteries like
this always need attention, whether it’s
caretaking, research, suggestions for new
improvements, raising money for repairs,
sharing histories or meeting others with
similar interests. Could the descendants
of those buried at Sinking Spring
organize to preserve it - to ensure those
who are gone are not forgotten?

If you’d like to be
involved, regardless of age §
or where you live, contact
the Historical Society
office and let’s see what
can be done.

This year’s story began with an encounter
between the cemetery’s sexton (portrayed by
Mark Hagy) and a young lady (Amy Baumgard-
ner) with the Cave City Society of Paranormal
Seekers, a paranormal group which is committed
to proving that “boogers, haints and spirits” exist.
Her group hopes to gather evidence of their pres- =
ence with microphones and drones. The caretaker is a skeptic - until
the Rev. Charles Cummings (1732-1812, Walter Jenny) appeared.

They listened in amazement as the good reverend proceeded to tell his
life story - how, 250 years ago this year, the Presbyterian settlers here
on the western frontier called him to serve their spiritual needs. He and
Continued on page three

William Truxton Black (1825-1879) and his wife Nancy
Elliott (Sublett) had six children - two of whom are also
buried at Sinking Spring - and twelve grandchildren




HS Librarv A Busy
Place This Fall

The Historical Society’s library was
very active this fall, as COVID re-
strictions eased and beautiful weather
encouraged folks to resume their travels.

Visits to the library continue to rise, with 391 visitors by the end of
September year. That’s ahead of 334 during the same months in 2021,
and 101 in the shortened 2020 season.

Julie Matlock has begun teaching an
Appalachian History class at Holston High
School for the first time this year. Her students
tackled a project to select a historical event
from this region, conduct research, and then
work with a Senior English class to produce an
original work of art or writing regarding that
event to be displayed at the new Appalachian
Trail Conservancy Center in Damascus.

She brought them to the Historical Society
library, where Daniel Smith, Rose Ann Jenny
and Walter Jenny taught g ! " TR
them how to use the our [t e R ]
research database and \ 5
holdings. They took the
initiative to develop
their own ideas and
learn more about our
county and Southwest
Virginia. It will be great
to see their finished
product, and we hope
they’ll return to our
library in the future.

We have reduced hours this fall due to a shortage of volunteers.
The library will close for the winter on December 17, and will reopen
on Tuesday, February 7. Between those dates, it can be opened for you
by contacting the Historical Society office.

.

Chaired by Mark Hagy, the Local History
committee meets in the library to plan events
like the Living History tour, Evening with the

S— N -

Did you know ...

As of the end of September 2022,
- 42% of our library visitors this year have been from
Abingdon and Washington County

Spirits, Conversation with Thomas Jefferson,
Reclaiming Our History and the Society’s

- 19% of our visitors have been from Virginia, but annual meeting.
Outside of Washington County

Thank you all for your dedicated service!
-39% of our visitors have been from outside Virginia s Jory

“Our vision is to be an educational resource and community leader committed to collecting, preserving and sharing the records of people, places and
events, so that future generations may find common interest and knowledge in the unique heritage of our County and surrounding region.”




Continued from page one

his wife Millicent and their three little girls moved to Abingdon,
where he continued to serve for almost forty years.

They eventually raised thirteen children, many of whom are
also buried at Sinking Spring. He acquired several hundred acres
northwest of town and played a major role in the life of Abingdon
and Southwest Virginia. Cummings served on the Committee of
Safety for Fincastle County (the predecessor of Washington
County), which on January 20, 1775 resolved that “we are
deliberately and resolutely determined never to surrender” the
“free exercise of our ‘ :
religion, as Protestants,
and our liberties and
properties ... to any
power upon earth, but at
the expense of our lives.”
Cummings is believed to
have drafted the
resolution.

He also officiated
over the burial of many of
the early settlers buried at Sinking Spring. Just as Rev. Cummings
began talking about them, his old friend Henry Creswell (1720-
1776, Michael Henningsen) appeared. Creswell was one of the
Presbyterians who signed the call in 1772 for Cummings to
become their minister. They spoke about the horrible day in July
1776 when Cummings, Creswell and others were on their way in
a wagon from Black’s Fort to the Cummings plantation for
provisions. They were fired upon by Native
Americans, and Creswell - father of nine
ith one on the way - was killed. Creswell
as the first to be buried in the churchyard.

As Cummings and Creswell disappeared
to the cabin, George Newton Wertz
1852-1926, Rick Morgan) wandered in.

or half a century, Wertz photographed
undreds of people and places of our area,
preserving a unique look into our history.
IBut this evening, he was searching once
again for his

At the sexton’s recommendation, he
headed back into the darkness with
renewed enthusiasm toward another
possible burial site.

Next to appear was Mary
(Hamilton) Campbell (1783-1859,
Lacey Dillard). She told of her life as
the wife of her cousin David Campbell -
her lonely years at Montcalm as her
mental health declined. Childless, she
and her husband are buried on the west side of the First Circle
where she said they enjoyed watching the children play in the
ballfields.
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Along came her
husband, Gov. David
Campbell (1779-1859,
Mike Hagy). A success-
ful businessman from
the prominent Campbell §
family, David served as
an officer in the Army
during the War of 1812.
He was elected to the
State Senate in 1820,
then was elected to three terms as

Washington County.
In 1837 he was elected Governor of Virginia, succeeding
Wyndham Robertson. As governor, Campbell promoted better
transportation and public education; Virginia Military Institute
was created during his term in office. He returned to Abingdon
and served as justice of the peace and school commissioner while
caring for his wife, who survived him by only six months.

As they left, George Wertz returned with the report that he
still couldn’t find his grave. The sexton suggested he search in
the far corner nearest the spring, so he headed off again.

Suddenly, Mariah
Anastacia King (1846
-1861, Emma Wyatt)
and her brother Alex-
ander McCall King
(1841-1865, Will
Clark) appeared.
Anastacia was 15
when she died during
an epidemic while a
student at Martha
Washington College.

Alexander joined the Confederacy and became a captain, but
was taken prisoner by the Union army. He became part of the
“Immortal 600” who were used as human shields at Morris
Island, South Carolina as retaliation for the inhumane conditions
of Union prisoners held at Andersonville, Georgia and Salisbury,
North Carolina. Alexander, 23, died of scurvy and is buried at Ft.
Pulaski. But the family, now having lost two of their four
children too young, erected a beautiful monument in his memory
next to his late sister in Sinking Spring.

Continued on page four




Continued from page three

While the sexton and the researcher were discussing this sad
tale, Parson Cummings returned from the cabin and generously
offered to provide a sermon on life among the spirits. The sexton
wisely declined, knowing the parson’s reputation for pontificating
for three hours at a time.

While Cummings persisted, George Wertz returned to say that
he still hadn’t found his grave and was done for the night. The
sexton took that as a good opportunity to conclude the program
and send everyone back where they came from.

The Historical Society appreciates the participation of all the
interpreters, volunteers, sound and lighting experts, and of course
our guests who made the program worthwhile. Special thanks to
scriptwriter Mark Hagy, to Walter and Rose Ann Jenny for
donating the lanterns, to Wendy Dwyer for the photographs, the
Gen. William Campbell SAR Chapter for providing the color
guard, and the Abingdon Cinemall for providing the popcorn.

We’ll be back next October for another Evening with the
Spirits, but don’t forget our annual cemetery tour during the
Virginia Highlands Festival in July.
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Monetary Donations

August 1 through November 15, 2022

Millie Anderson - North Hampton, NH
Charlie Barnette - Bristol, TN
Paul Derden - Abingdon, VA
EastAve Rare Books (Brett Compton) - Bristol, VA

Cathy Hagy - Abingdon, VA
Mark Hagy - Abingdon, VA
Karen Harvey - Sumas, WA

Richard Hiegert - Colorado Springs, CO

Rick and Susan Humphreys - Abingdon, VA

Walter and Rose Ann Jenny - Abingdon, VA
Nancy Jett - Beaverdam, VA
Mary Milano - Centerville, OH
Bob Moore - Altamont Springs, FL
Richard Morgan - Abingdon, VA
Carolyn Ryburn - Glade Spring, VA
Gail Gill Sanders - Nashville, TN
Daniel Smith - Bristol, VA
Stephen Wolfsberger - Abingdon, VA

Donations of Items
Date List of Items From Hometown
4/19/2022 lgi[;scbil)l(zrsl)e ous genealogy books of Ina Marbury Sarah Corder Afton, TN
Col. William Byars photo / Brook Hall Glade Jeanne A. Preston (wife of
7/12/2022 | Spring: photos, history and papers / : Abingdon, VA
; . g Dr. V. Atwell Motley)
information on the Byars family
Books: Documentary History of Dunmore’s
War, 1774 | Wise Co. Courthouse, 1896-1996 /
772012022 Appalachian Coal Hauler /| Norfolk & Kathy Shearer Emory, VA
Western’s Clinch Valley Line
Books: Genealogical Collection of Kentucky /
9/3/2022 | Kentucky Gen. Records and Abstracts Vol. I/ Pat Hatfield Abingdon, VA
Ambrose N. Cox Descendants, 1772-1972
Items from the late Court of Appeals Judge
9/30/2022 | Emory Widener Jr.: documents, newspapers Emory Widener III Denver, CO
and maps
10/4/2022 | Research books and maps Kathleen Baldwin Abingdon, VA
10/11/202 | Books: Down on the North Fork | The Unex- .
2 pected Heroine | Hero of Jefferson County Richard Counts Hazard, KY
10/31/202 | Yearbooks: Virginia High (78-79), King .
2 College (1961-63), Glade Middle (1992-93) | Ken Kestner Abingdon, VA
The Lion and The Lamb
11/3/2022 | 18th or 19th century cradle with sleigh feet Antiques, Kay Hall and Fall Branch, TN
Kim Millsap

The Board of Directors currently has two membership goals. The first is to increase our overall dues-paid
membership from 400 to 600 by December 2024. The second is to increase the number of business memberships
in that total to 100 by December 2026. Both goals are achievable, and will reflect support of the community and

improved financial stability for the organization. Thank you for your help in meeting these goals.

Thanks to all our donors and members for your support!




Heat Pump Update

Thanks to generous donations from our friends,
we have received about $5,000 in donations for the
new 2 1/2 ton heat pump in our office. We expect
the final cost to be about $6,000, and hope to have it installed this
November or December before the coldest weather kicks in.

As we reported in the summer newsletter, our building has
eight heat pumps, each covering a different area. We replaced the
heat pump in the main library in March, but the rest of the units
range in age from 18 to 24 years - well beyond the average life
expectancy for the systems.

Over the next several years we hope to continue upgrading
our heating and cooling systems as funds become available.
Thank you for your generous support to help keep our facility up
to date and comfortable for our visitors, volunteers, employees
and tenants for years to come.

Bulletin Update

Since 1936, the Historical Society has issued a publication with
interesting, well-written articles covering the history of Washington
County. This year’s Bulletin is in the final stages of preparation
thanks to the hard work of Dr. Jim Hagy and Stephen Wolfsberger.
Our dues-paid members will receive it free of charge, but if you’d
like extra copies for gifts, contact the Historical Society office and
you can order as many as you need.

If you’ve ever wondered what you could give the
Historical Society for Christmas, we respectfully sub-
mit this wish list for your consideration.

Sometimes it’s hard to know what an organization
like the Historical Society needs. Extra donations help
us pay the bills without increasing dues for members.
If you cannot make a donation above the cost of
dues, that’s fine; but if you’d like to help cover one of
our expenses, it will be appreciated.

You can make a tax-deductible holiday donation of
any size on our website at hswcv.org, or simply mail a
check to the Historical Society office.

Not all donations need to be monetary. Non-profits
depend heavily on volunteer labor. Here are a few
projects for which we need volunteers:

- Volunteers to staff the library for three hours a
week or every other week, starting in February. We’ll
provide the training and support, of course.

- Volunteers to add names and places to our indexing database.
Again, we’ll provide the training and support.

- Landscaping - usually not more than the use of a Weedeater
every few weeks in the summer.

Replacement for a 20+ year old heat pump - $6,000
One month's mortgage payment - $700.

Print the Bulletin - $650.

One month’s electric bill - $600

Ancestry.com annual subscription - $400

500 Forever stamps for three newsletters - $435.
Yahoo! annual fee - $400.

Printing for one newsletter - $400

One month’s water bill - $60

Archival storage boxes $50

Ream or box of paper - $10/ream or $50/box

Business Memberships

The Historical Society has set a goal of increasing the
number of business members to twenty by the end of this calendar
year, and add twenty more for the next four years until we have
one hundred business members on our rolls.

It’s a good way to enlist the support of local businesses
without increasing dues for our individual members. Businesses
will receive advertising in our newsletters (see the back page) and
our annual Bulletin, and can keep updated on Society programs
and projects.

Our newest business member
is Eye Physicians of Southwest A
Virginia, PC, located across Main €YEPHYSICIANS
Street from the Historical Society
building in Abingdon. Brett Compton is one of the optometrists
with Eye Physicians as well as a member of the Historical Society

Board and our Finance and Management Committee.

: of Southwest Virginia, PC

Dues for businesses are $50 per year. A business can pur-
chase ten years of membership for $450, a 10% discount from the
annual rate. That’s similar to the discount given to individuals
who become life members of the Society.

If you have a business or work for a company that would be
a good fit, we’d appreciate your help with this campaign. Contact
the office for a membership application, or simply make a tax-
deductible donation on our website with a comment that it’s for a
business membership.

- Researchers, familiar with Ancestry.com, to update our African
American family tree. Can be done from home.

- Amateur interpreters for next year’s cemetery events.
- Grant researching and writing.

Thank you, and Merry Christmas!




The Historical Society

of Washington County, Virginia, Inc.
P.O. Box 484

Abingdon, VA 24212-0484

Thank, you to our Business Members and Sponsors!
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